
Dr. Richard A. Villa has experience in the classroom, special education, administra-

tion and has written books regarding inclusive education. Rich has presented at nu-

merous national and international conferences and is known for his enthusiastic, 

knowledgeable, and humorous style of presenting. (www.ravillabayridge.com) 

Dr. Jacqueline S. Thousand is a professor of Education, has trained  teachers for 

20 years and provided technical assistance to schools to create inclusive educational 

experiences. She has authored numerous items on practical howïto strategies for 

meeting the needs of all students in general education: adapting curriculum instruc-

tion and assessment collaborative teaming; and creative problem solving. 

(www.csusm.edu/thousand) 

Space is limited to the first 150 individuals. It is FREE.  

Call in your reservation and get more information...  

337-984-3458  or  800 -378-9854  
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Ins ide  this  issue: 

Spr ing Edi t ion 2008  

The Fami ly  Susta iner 

 

of  Acadiana 

Collaboration & Cooperation  
Presented by  

Richard A. Villa, Ed.D. and  

Jacqueline S. Thousand, Ph.D.  

FHF Acadianaõs Annual Conference 

SAVE THE DATE!  

Thursday - April 3, 2008  

9:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.  

Cajundome Convention Center  

444 Cajundome Blvd., Lafayette, LA  



Financial Assistance Available to Attend 

Conferences and Trainings  

Are you a parent of a person with a developmental disability or a self-advocate, an individual with a disabil-
ity?  Do you ever want to go to a conference, workshop or training to learn more about disabilities and need 

assistance?   

Families Helping Families of Acadiana has a contract with the LA Developmental Disabilities Council to pro-

vide stipends to individuals wanting to attend such events. 

Stipends can be used to pay for registration fees, travel, respite or child care, PCA services or other costs 

related to attending an event.   

If you would like to apply for a stipend, call FHF of Acadiana, (337) 984-3458 or (800) 378-9854. 
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New Staff at 

Families Helping Families 

FHF Acadiana is happy to welcome several new 

members to its team: 

Barbara Bergeron recently joined FHF of Acadi-
ana as Bookkeeper.  Barbara has recently 
moved from the Baton Rouge area.  She has 
an academic background in accounting com-
bined with years of work experience in ac-
counting and bookkeeping.   She has one 
son and two grandsons who live in Lafayette.  
She also does work with the C. G. Jung Soci-

ety of Lafayette. 

Yacira C. Ledet is the new Louisiana State Im-
provement Grant (LaSIG) Facilitator for Ver-
milion Parish. She is also the Children's Spe-
cial Health Services Parent Liaison (CSHS). 
The Parent Liaison is a family member who 
works with the local CSHS clinic to foster sup-
port, information and referral to families of 
children receiving CSHS clinic services. Ya-
cira has 3 children. If you feel that LaSIG or 
CSHS can assist you please use the following 
contact information. E-mail: ya-
cira_fhfacad@hotmail.com work # (337)984-

3458 or (800)378 -9854  

In addition, the new OCDD Adult Services Coordi-
nator is Lynn Pelissier. She has two sons, in-
cluding her 25 year-old with Aspergerõs Syn-
drome. She is a former Special Education 
teacher who likes to hand quilt and travel. 
She is looking forward to this next phase of 

her career in helping others. 

 

FHF STAFF 

 

Yvonne B. Bell 

Executive Director 

 

Linda  Ledet 
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LaCAN Team Leader 

 

Sabrina Hagan 

Educational  Transition Liaison 

LaTEACH Coordinator 
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Bernadette Myers 
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Family to Family Health Care  

Information Coordinator 

UL Professional Development  

Site Liaison 

 

Connie Amos  

Early Steps, COS 

Educational Liaison 

 

Barbara  Bergeron 

Bookkeeper 

 

Yacira Ledet  

CSHS Parent Liaison 

LaSIG Facilitator 

 

Leah Qeusnel-Bruce 

CSHS Parent Liaison 

 

Jarvis Landry 

Clerical Assistant 

 

Teri Shaw 

 Self-Advocate  

Advisory Council Chair 

Families Helping Families 

510 W. University Avenue 

Lafayette, LA 70506 

Office: 337-984-3458  

or  

1-800-378-9854 

Fax: 337-984-3468 

fhfacad@cox-internet.com 

www.fhfacadiana.com 
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òItõs Who We Areé 

Itõs What We Do.ó 

Families Helping Families 

Board of Directors  

President 

Robyn Blackwell 

Vice-President 

Vacant 

Treasurer 

Joan Thibodeaux 

Secretary 

Laura Andrew 

 

FHF Board Members 

Steven Jankower 

Danny Cottonham 

Roy Brown 

Michelle Christie  

Families Helping Families  

of Acadiana  

Mission Statement:  

To assist and strengthen individu-

als with disabilities and their 

families through a coordinated 

network of resources, services, 

and supports. 



LaCAN Update by Linda Ledet, Region IV LaCAN Leader 

Louisiana Citizens for Action Now (LaCAN) and the Louisiana Developmental Disabilities Council are busy 

making plans for another great legislative year. LaCAN is asking Louisiana Legislators to: 

Provide funding for 3,000 NOW waiver slots. Three thousand waiver slots each year are needed for 
the waiting list to move at a steady pace. ACT 481 of 2007 established a mechanism that will gener-
ate funding for a portion of these slots. An additional appropriation in the 2008 Legislative Session 

will be needed for the balance.  

Provide funding for a $3 increase in Direct Support Professional 
(DSP) wages. There is a need to recruit and maintain a quality 
workforce to meet the growing demand for home- and commu-

nity-based services. 

Align Resources with Demand. Funding six state developmental centers for 1,165 residents when 
over 11,900 people with developmental disabilities wait over ten years for home- and community-
based services is an unnecessary, inefficient, and ineffective use of resources.. There were 1,523 in-
dividuals added to the waiting list in 2007. Louisiana must reprioritize how resources are allocated 
and appropriate additional funds to meet the growing demand for home- and community-based ser-

vices for Louisianaõs citizens with developmental disabilities . 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Disability Rights Rally will be on Wednesday, April 23rd. Mark your calendars and get those yellow 

shirts ready! I am looking forward to seeing the sea of yellow on the steps of the State Capitol. 

If your are interested in joining a great team, please call 1-800-378-9854 or go to 

www.lacanadvocates.org and click òSign Upó for email list. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 337-984-3458, or the above listed toll-free num-

ber. You may also email me at lindal-fhfacad@hotmail.com 
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From the Desk of:Richard Landry 

Community Services Regional Manager, Region IV, 

Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities 

I am very happy to be back here in Region IV after an approximately eight month detail in Baton Rouge. I want 

to thank Celeste Larroque and the entire OCDD Region IV staff for their efforts in my absence. 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, several changes have taken place here at OCDD, and though it has been 
somewhat of a challenge, we feel that these changes will make things better for the people that we support. 

We are continually mindful that this is the reason we exist as an agency. 

The process continues, in collaboration with Support Coordination agencies and provider agencies toward the 
completion of waiver certification for the waiver opportunities which are currently being offered. We are hope-

ful that the allocation of funding for more waiver opportunities will continue into next fiscal year. 

I sincerely hope that 2008 has begun positively for all of you, and encourage contact with the OCDD Region IV 

office any time you may have questions about the developmental disabilities services system. 

Happy Easter! 
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LaCAN 
Parish Training 

 
RSVP : Linda Ledet 

337-984-3458 
 
FEBRUARY 9TH, SATURDAY 
Vermilion Parish Library 
405 E. Saint Victor St. 
Abbeville, LA 70510 
10:00 a.m - 11:30 a. m. 
 
FEBRUARY 16TH, SATURDAY 
Breaux Bridge Branch Library 
102 Courthouse Street 
Breaux Bridge, LA 70517 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 
MARCH 1ST, SATURDAY 
Opelousas Public Library 
212 E. Grolee Street 
Opelousas, LA 70570 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 
MARCH 4TH , TUESDAY 
Iberia Parish Main Library 
445 E. Main Street 
New Iberia, LA 70560 
6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
 
MARCH 8TH, SATURDAY 
Rayne Library 
109 W. Perrodin Street 
Rayne, LA 70578 
10:00 a.m - 11:30 a. m. 
 
MARCH 29TH, SATURDAY 
Evangeline Parish Library 
242 W. Main Street 
Ville Platte, LA 70586 
10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

 

February 21, 2008 ,  6:00pm 

700 Charity Street, Abbeville, La  

Transitioning out of Earlysteps. 
Speaker: Valerie Balser 

 

Saturday, Feb. 23rd , Noon to 2 pm 
FHF of Acadiana,  510 West University Ave, 

Lafayette 

Workshop - "3 P's of Testing:  Plan, Pre-
pare & Pass!"  We will discuss accom-
modations and testing information re-
lated to the LEAP.  We will also have 
pizza for lunch!  

 

Tues. - March 4th, 6 pm to 8 pm 
FHF of Acadiana,  510 West University Ave, 

Lafayette 

Workshop - "3 P's of Testing:  Plan, Pre-
pare & Pass!"  We will discuss accom-
modations and testing information in 
regard to the GEE, ACT and SAT.  Also, 
we will briefly cover information about 
student's rights in post secondary edu-
cational settings and transition into 
adulthood.     

 

Wednesday, March 5th, 6 pm - 8 pm 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church 

2514 Old Jeanerette Road, New Iberia 

Workshop - "Marching Ahead:  Planning 
For Summer Now"  We will focus on 
preparing for the summer in consider-
ing activities, camps, child care, etc.  
Also, ESY for children who will turn 3 
during the summer will be discussed. 

 

Wednesday, March 19th,  5 pm - 6:30 pm  
Evangeline Parish Library - Mamou Branch, 

317-A  2nd St. 

Workshop - "Marching Ahead:  Planning 
For Summer Now"  We will focus on 
preparing for the summer in consider-
ing activities, camps, child care, etc.  
Also, ESY for children who will turn 3 
during the summer will be discussed. 

 

Tuesday,  April 8th, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
Coffee Break, 241 West Main Street, New 

Iberia 

Workshop - "Spring Forward Into Fall:  
Plan Your Good Start To the Next 
School Year"  We will focus on your 

child's current situation and preparing 
for a successful end of the year and 
beginning of the next school year.  (I will 
be presenting this workshop during the 
monthly ASAC meeting.) 

 

Wednesday,  April 16th, 6 pm to 8 pm 
Vermilion Parish Library, 405 East St. Victor 

Street, Abbeville,  

Workshop - "Spring Forward Into Fall:  
Plan Your Good Start To the Next 
School Year"  We will focus on your 
child's current situation and preparing 
for a successful end of the year and 
beginning of the next school year.  

Parentsõ Night Out 

Acadia Parish 

February 19 

The Rice Palace  
(I-10 at Exit 80, Crowley) 

 

Evangeline Parish 
March 18 

Frenchieõs 
(427 6th Street, Mamou) 

 

Iberial Parish 

April 15 

Chiliõs 

(2910 Hwy 14, New Iberia) 

Upcomng Events and Trainings 

 
Saturday, Feb. 16 

Saturday, March 15 
Saturday, April 26 

 
10:00amñ2:00pm 
FHF of Acadiana 

510 W. University Ave., 
Lafayette 

 

Call Bernadette 

Myers at FHF 

Thinking About Getting a 

Driverõs License? 

Keep these dates open!!! 

Thursday, March 6th 

Thursday, March 20th 

Thursday, April 10th 

Thursday, April 17th 

All Sessions begin at 5:00p.m. 

A training with review of driving manual 

and test will be held on these days at 

FHF in Lafayette , 510 W. University  

Call Lynn Pelissier, 984-3406 



2:00p.m. to 3:30p.m.  

Wednesday, April 23rd 
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Transportation  will be 
provided. Please  call  
Linda to reserve your 

seat & get your T-shirt. 
 

337-984-3458  
 800-378-9854 

 

Disabilities 

Rights Rally  

�,�W�·�V���7�L�P�H���W�R���(�Q�G���W�K�H�� 
Waiting List!  

Come out to support indi-
viduals with disabilities 
and their families as we 
rally on the steps of the 

State Capitol.  

 Get your yellow 
t-shirts ready! 

Attention All Advocates!  
 PEOPLE FIRST is a self-

advocacy group empow-
ering individuals working 
together to change Lou-
isiana. If you are inter-
ested in knowing more, 
please come join us!  

 

Meetings are held at  
First Presbyterian 
Church in Lafayette on 
the first Friday of each 

month at 4:00pm. 

Next Dates: March 1, 

April 4, May 2 

 

For more information or 
to get involved, please 
call Teri Shaw at  
337-984-3458 or 800-

378-9854  

Vermilion Parish School 
Board Parenting Center 
will be hosting monthly 
"coffee Talks" and work-
shops. The Parenting  
Center will send flyers to 
the different schools in 

Vermilion Parish.  

The parenting Center is 
located at  700 Charity 
Street, Abbeville, LA 
70510, Phone (337) 
898-5808, Fax  (337) 
898-5818. Visit their 
website 
www.vrml.k12.la.us  and 
click  on the Parenting 

Center link. 

Next Chapter Book Club 

Upcoming Book Club Meeting 

February 27th at 5:00p.m. 

Barnes & Noble Coffee Shop 

Johnston Street near Acadiana Mall 

 

Book to be read and discussed:  

�´�%�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���:�L�Q�Q���'�L�[�L�H�µ 

Call Lynn Pelessier at FHF Acadiana (984-3458) for more 

information.  


